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Somehow this copy of a freedom of Information act appeal of more than a decade 
ago was not filed and I've just seen if for the first time since then. 

I think it can be informative to students in reflecting the official determination 
not to comply with the act, to frustrate disclosures in general, to make use of the Act 
costly and difficult for people seeking to use it where the subject matter can be em- 
barrassing to the government, and the unabashed dishonesty of the FBI in particular. These 
comments apply also to other agencies line the CIA. 

I had been asked in the King case, by the judge, to cooperate with the Department 
of Justice chief of appeals and he had asked me to assist in his ro^Le? As a result I 
filed an extraordinary number of documented and detailed appeals. In both cases they take 
uo about seven full file drawers, with some duplications, as can be seen from the headings. 

The net result was to a large degree a waste of my time because it simply was not 
possible for Shea to make any real difference and because he believed in the Act in 
the government's responsibilities under it ani sought to get the FBI to disclose what 
it could not properly withhold it used its influence to get rid of him and replace him 
with bureaucrats ±ha± who in general opposed the Act as much as it did. They had him 
kicked upstairs and eventually he resigned. 

One point that is obvious is that the FBI was using the Act as a withholding 
statute whereas it is intended by the law to be a disclosure statute. The FBI actually 
withheld from me, in a casgB before the federal courts, what it had authorized the War- 
ren Commission to publish and it did publish, in facsimile. 

Robert Kaffka was an FBI informer and in that role he misinformed it. 

Hal Verfe had a study group, of young people interested in the JFK assassination. 
Kaffka joined it. I attended and spoke to one of its meetings. Kaffka was present and 
he timed to monopolize that meeting with what amount to provocations. He also tried to 
get another groups started, gave it the name of The Twenty-Second Of November Brother- 
hood. It got nowhere. If my appeals does not reflect it, that was in San Francisco. 

Kaffka also informed for the FBI in hexico. As I now recall it one of the people 
on whom he misinformed the FBI from Mexico was named Arnold Lewis Kessler. I think he 
was a Detroiter and the FBI's investigation of him included Detroit. Of course, Kaffka 
made trouble for Kessler, who was, as I recall, a friend of his. 

S&P I recall it, Kaffka was a bit nutty. 
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